
Rouge River Area Of Concern (AOC) 
Public Advisory Council Support

The Alliance of Rouge Communities (ARC) received grant funding from the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative (GLRI) through the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) to support the activities of 
the Rouge River Advisory Council (RRAC).   The Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement (GLWQA) of 1978 between the United States and 
Canada established 43 Area of Concerns (AOCs) within the Great Lakes watershed and 14 in Michigan, including the Rouge River.  The GLWQA 
requires the development of a Remedial Action Plan (RAP) for each AOC.  A RAP notes problems in the AOC, identifies the causes and sources 
of pollutants of concern, and determines what actions are needed to correct the problems and to prevent future ones. It also lists potential “use 
impairments” - undesirable conditions that restrict how the water resource can be used. 

The mission of the RRAC is to assist in the attainment of the goals of the RAP by enhancing public awareness and education concerning 
RAP issues, providing a mechanism for the participation of all interested parties, seeking broad-based support for the RAP update, assisting in 
implementation of the Rouge RAP, and independently evaluating progress toward the goal of restoring designated uses and delisting the Rouge 
River watershed as an AOC.

For more information about other ARC activities visit our website at:  
www.allianceofrougecommunities.com

The Rouge River AOC Public Advisory Council Support project will:

In partnership with:

• Provide Rouge River Advisory Council 
(RRAC) general business activities 

• Continue development of project 
descriptions from the Rouge River AOC 
Habitat Restoration Projects List

• Conduct macroinvertebrate sampling
• Conduct fish sampling

$75,000 in grant funds provided by the Great 
Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) through the 
Michigan Department of Environment, Great 
Lakes and Energy (EGLE) to support RRAC 
activities.

FOTR and volunteers conducting macroinvertebrate 
monitoring which helps gauge water quality.

This project is funded through a grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (grant #GL-00E02481) 

Friends of the Rouge (FOTR) Fish & Benthic Macroinvertebrate Monitoring
FOTR completed an extensive fish survey of the entire watershed between 2011 and 2016. This project will continue to further characterize the 
Rouge fish community by filling in the data gaps with additional surveys in areas with low diversity. FOTR developed and received EGLE approval 
of a Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP) for fish and benthic macroinvertebrate monitoring prior to sampling. FOTR will collect data on fish 
at 20 sites in the spring/summer 2020 and spring/summer 2021. FOTR will also oversee volunteers in collecting benthic macroinvertebrate data 
in Fall 2020 and 2021 at a minimum of 25 sites.

Fish monitoring results in the Rouge River Watershed 
conducted by FOTR.



This project is funded through a grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (grant # GL-00E02481) 

The ARC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization consisting of local municipalities, counties, educational institutions and stewardship groups 
working together to improve the Rouge River. Founded in 2005, the ARC is funded by membership dues from local governments and supported 
by grants. The ARC and its partners work cooperatively to meet water quality requirements mandated by the state’s stormwater permit and to 
restore beneficial uses, such as canoeing, fishing and other recreational activities, to the Rouge River.  That means better water quality for less 
cost to its members!

For more information about this project and other ARC activities 
visit our website at:  www.allianceofrougecommunities.com

About the Alliance of Rouge Communities

Conceptual design for wetland restoration at Riverview Park.

KEY
 
              -  PROJECT REQUIRING FUNDING FOR DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION OR BOTH:

1. Fordson Island and Upland Habitat Restora� on (1 & 2)
2. Pa� on Park Wetland Restora� on
3. LTU Wetland Restora� on
4. Fire Fighters Park Sprague Stream Improvements
5. Merriman Hollow Wetland & Grow Zone
6. Perrin Park Wetlands & Reforesta� on
7. Wallaceville West Wetland
8. Wilcox Lake Habitat Improvements

9. Phoenix Lake Habitat Improvements
10. Johnson Intercounty Drain Restora� on
11. Inkster Park Wetlands & Fish Habitat Structures
12. Various Grow Zones Retrofi ts
13. Army Corps Project - Concrete Channel Modifi ca� ons/Enhancements 

with Oakwood Commons Oxbow & Michigan Ave./Evergreen Rd. 
Stormwater Treatment & Habitat Restora� on

ROUGE RIVER AOC PROJECT LOCATION MAP

 -  COMPLETED PROJECT OR PROJECT THAT REQUIRES NO ADDITIONAL FUNDING:
A. Valley Woods Wetland Restora� on
B. Danvers Pond Dam Removal and Stream Restora� on
C. Rouge Oxbow Restora� on
D. Carpenter Lake Restora� on
E. Kingfi sher Bluff  Restora� on
F. Fordson Island Oxbow Debris removal and Habitat Restora� on Project
G. Wayne Road Dam Removal and Stream Restora� on
H. Eliza Howell & River Rouge Parks Habitat Improvements
I. Lola Valley Park Habitat Improvements
J. Newburgh Lake Restora� on
K. Wayne County Parks Property Habitat Improvements
L. Inkster CSO Basin Habitat Improvements
M. Venoy Park Habitat Improvements

N. Rouge Oxbow Phase 3
O. Henry Ford Estate Dam Fish Passageway
P. Nankin Lake Restora� on
Q. Johnson Creek Fish Hatchery Park Habitat
R. Tamarack Creek Stream and Wetland Restora� on
S. Lola Valley Park Wetlands
T. Bell Creek Park Wetlands
U. Seeley Creek Restora� on
V. Riverview Park Wetlands
W. Sherwood Park Wetlands
X. Venoy Wetlands & Fish Habitat Structures
Y. Colonial Park Wetland & Reforesta� on
Z. Lower Rouge River Habitat Restora� on

This project was supported in whole by the Areas of Concern Program, Offi  ce of the Great Lakes (OGL), MDNR, grant #18-AOC-001
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Current conditions at Riverview Park (item V. on project map.)

Rouge River AOC Habitat Restoration Projects List
In 2008, the RRAC developed the Delisting Targets for Fish and Wildlife Habitat & Population Beneficial Use Impairments (BUIs) for the Rouge 
River AOC. In 2014, RRAC formally began development of the Rouge River AOC Habitat Restoration Projects List.  This list includes projects 
that have been completed and those that will need to be completed in order to achieve the associated goal of fish and wildlife habitat and 
fish and wildlife populations BUIs removal.  This list was approved by both the State of Michigan and the USEPA in 2018 and is being used 
to prioritize future funding for removal of the AOC’s habitat-related BUIs. This project allows the RRAC to expand project descriptions and 
concepts for several projects on the list.


